[Dramatic increase in lymphogranuloma venereum among homosexual men in Hamburg].
Classical sexually transmitted diseases, including syphilis and gonorrhea, have recently increased significantly among homosexual men in Hamburg. During the last year we also observed an increase in patients with lymphogranuloma venereum (LGV) at the ifi-institute in Hamburg. In 2003, we identified 4 homosexual patients with LGV in different clinical stages. None of the patients has traveled outside Germany. Three of these patients were HIV-infected. In all cases Chlamydia trachomatis was identified by SDA (strand displacement amplification) in genital swabs or lymph node aspirates. In three cases sequencing of ompA PCR products was performed and in each instance revealed the C. trachomatis serovar L2. Other important genital pathogens were excluded by specific PCR tests, bacteriological and serological tests. LGV should be included in the differential diagnosis of anogenital and oral erosions, especially in homosexual patients and HIV-infected patients. Novel nucleic acid amplification tests can be used for the rapid and reliable diagnosis of LGV by identifying Chlamydia trachomatis.